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SUBJECT: AID TO ZIMBABWEAN REPUGEES. 

REF: LILONGWE 784 

1. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER SCOTT INFORMED ME 

5/26 THAT ECO TAKING PIRM POSITION AGAINST BILATERAL 
UK AID TO ZIMBABWEAN REPUGEES, URGING THAT RHODESIAN 
OPFICIALS SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM UNHCR. MATTER OP COURSE 
CONCERNS REFUGEES IN MALAWI WHO CAME AND PRESUMABLY 
WILL CONTINUE TO COME FROM MOZAMBIQUE, AS WELL AS THOSE 
WHO MAY GO DIRECTLY FROM MOZAMBIQUE BACK TO RHODESIA. 

2. SCOTT PROVIDED BACKGROUND ON HOW UNHCR IS VIEWED 
NEGATIVELY BY MALAWI PRESIDENT BANDA AS WELL AS 
SITHOLE AND MUZOREWA. FIRST, MALAWI ITSELF WAS ABLE 
TO HANDLE REFUGEES UP TO NOW IN VIEW OF SMALL NUMBERS. 

WITH NUMBERS INCREASING, HOWEVER, MALAWI WILL 

NEED EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE. SECOND, BANDA, SITHOLE AND 
MUZOREWA CONSIDER UNHCR OPERATION IN ZAMBIA TO BE PRO- 
PF, BASED ON REPORTS THAT PRO-SITHOLE AND PRO MUZOREWA 
REFUGEES HAVE BEEN BADLY TREATED BY UNHCR. THIRD, BANDA 
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IS PARTICULARLY PEEVED BECAUSE HIS NICE AND HUSBAND, 

WHO LEFT MALAWI FOR ZAMBIA BELIEVING THEY WERE UNDER 
SOME SUSPICION, WERE DECLARED BY UNHCR IN LUSAKA 
TO BE POLITICAL REPUGEES. 

3. ALTHOUGH UNHCR WOULD BE MOST SUITABLE CHANNEL POR 
AIDING REPUGEES, SCOTT IS NOT CERTAIN THAT DR. OWEN, 
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DESPITE SCOTT'S URGINGS, WIT T. SEEK BANDA'S CONCURRENCE 
TO PROPOSE OPENING OE UNHCR OPERATION IN MALAWI. 
ALTERNATIVELY, SCOTT IS THINKING OF QUIET SUPPORT TO 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE COMMITTEE (CSC) OE MALAWI WHICH 
HAS IN RECENT PAST PROVIDED SMALL AMOUNTS OF FUNDS 
NEEDED FOR REFUGEES. CSC WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT 
FUNDS FOR AL LARGER OPERATION BUT COULD CONCIEVABLY 
SERVE AS CHANNEL FOR SUCH FUNDS. APPARENTLY NEITHER 
SCOTT NOR FCO WISH TO SEE UK PROVIDE FUNDS ON BILATERA 

BASIS BECAUSE OF HEADACHE OF SORTING OUT REFUGEES. 

4. SITHOLE REPORTEDLY TOLD UK REP IN BLANTYRE THAT 
HE ANTICIPATES ABOUT 6,000 REFUGEES LEAVING 
MOZAMBIQUE SHORTLY, ABOUT 1,000 OF WHOM WOULD BE 
COMING TO MALAWI BECAUSE OF EASY ACCESS AND PROXIMITY 
OF THEIR CAMPS TO MALAWI. 

5. SCOTT SAID DR. OWEN WOULD BE SEEING SITHOLE 
DURING LATTER'S MAY26-27 VISIT TO LONDON BUT DID NOT 
KNOW SITHOLE'S ONWARD PLANS. 

SHEINBAUM 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION COORDINATED WITH MR, SUMMERS S/S-0. 
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